ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

In the name of God the Most Gracious and Most Merciful, the researcher
offers all praise and gratitude to His presence. With the abundance of His grace,
guidance, health, and gifts, the researcher can complete the undergraduate thesis
entitled "Developing Concept Mapping Strategy to Enhance Eighth Grade
Students’ English Background Knowledge at SMP Negeri 7 Gunungsitoli.” This
undergraduate thesis is submitted as one of the requirements for the Scholar
Degree at University of Nias, Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, English
Education Study Program.

The fulfillment of this undergraduate thesis could not have been possible
without the involvement and cooperation of many persons, the names of whom
cannot all be listed. Their efforts are much appreciated and heartily recognized.
Nonetheless, the researcher would like to convey her heartfelt gratitude and
thankfulness to the following individuals:

1. Mr. Delipiter Lase, S.E., M.Pd. as Daily Executive of Rector for his

leadership at Universitas Nias.

2. Mr. Dr. Yaredi Waruwu, S.S., M.S as the Dean of Faculty of Teacher
Training and Education of Universitas Nias for his leadership and a
language validator for the product being developed who has provided
knowledge, revisions and suggestions in product completion.

3. Mr. Afore Tahir Harefa, S.Pd., M.Hum. as the head of the English
Education Study Program for the support, facilitation, and academic
direction that was very meaningful in finishing this undergraduate
thesis.

4. Mr. Riswan Zega, S.Pd., M.Hum. as secretary of the English Education
Study Program who has supported various administrative processes and
as the first examiner of the researcher who always provides advice,
knowledge, and corrections in completing this undergraduate thesithesis.

5. Mrs. Dra. Nursayani Maru’ao, M.Pd. as the previous undergraduate
thesis advisor before examination of the researcher for assistance,
continuous support, advice, endless patience, insightful suggestions,



8.

10.

11.

12.

knowledge, and always give valuable inspiration and guidance since the
beginning of this research, as well as for his extraordinary experiences
during the completion of this undergraduate thesis at University of Nias.
Ms. Yasminar Amaerita Telaumbanua, S.Pd., M.Pd. as undergraduate
thesis advisor and an academic advisor who has always provided
direction, support, and motivation to the researcher since the early
semester of lectures until the final stage of the study. In addition, as a
material validator in this study who has provided a very valuable
contribution through constructive academic ideas, in-depth input, as well
as revisions and suggestions of the product being developed.

Mr. Trisman Harefa, S.S., M.Pd. as a media validator for the product
being developed who has provided knowledge, revisions and
suggestions in product completion.

All of the lecturers at University of Nias, Faculty of Teacher Training
and Education, especially Department of English Education who have
taught researcher well during composing this undergraduate thesis.
Researcher would like to express the deepest gratitude to her beloved
parents; Mr. Yafati Zendrato and Mrs. Mariani Zega along with her
younger siblings who always give advice and kind words, always pray,
give input, support, motivation, very hard struggle in educating her until
she becomes an adult girl, and endless love during the preparation of this
undergraduate thesis.

Mr. Fada’aro Mendrofa, S.Pd. (the principle of SMP Negeri 7
Gunungsitoli) who has allowed and facilitated her to conduct the
research in SMP Negeri 7 Gunungsitoli.

Mrs. Titian Hepi Gea, S.Pd. (English teacher of SMP Negeri 7
Gunungsitoli) who always support her as the informant and practitioner
who always be a motivator in conducting this research.

The researcher's best friends: Nita Telaumbanua and Pintauli Lase who
always support her education and research process in any situation. And

all the researcher's friends since she first studied until now in the English



Language Education Department. She is very grateful to have friends
who always support her.

13. Finally, the researcher expresses his deepest gratitude and pride to
herself who has been able to survive in completing this thesis amidst
various pressures, problems, and incessant tears. She is strong, She is

amazing!

May the Almighty God bless all individuals who have played a part in
this journey. The researcher hopes this thesis will provide meaningful
contributions to English language teaching and inspire further development
in educational practices. Constructive feedback is highly appreciated for the

improvement of future works.

Gunungsitoli, 28 Mei 2024

NICKY ELVIN CRISTIN ZENDRATO



